To: Edisto Beach Property Owners

Edisto Beach Property Owners faced the same problem of excessively high property
evaluations in 1988. Then President, Renato Terreni, had a Charleston attorney write a
plan to be followed in filing appeals. The plan is still valid today and, beginning with
page 2 through page 4. it follows.

Please let me know the results of you appeal when available. So far I have heard of two
reductions in the assessed amount.

David Cannon



Renato G, Terreni
November 4, 1988
Page 2

Theoretically, these calculations are based upon and tied to actual
sale price; meaning that if a house sold for $100,000 in 1987, use
of this methodology would result in an assessment of $100,000. 1In a
subsequent conversation of November 3, 1988, Mr, Whetsell assured me
that the calculations did in fact work this way.

Mr. Whetsell further indicated that some revisions may be
necessary on a case by case basis due to inflated estimates of
heated area. Your and my conversation of yesterday raised the
possibility that this may be a prevalent problem, thus suggesting a
flaw in the County's use of its assessment methodology.

A8 we discussed, appeal of an assessment must be made on an
individual basis, as you indicated in your letter of October 19,

1988 to the members of the Association. Mr. Whetsell stated that
the County intends to schedule individual sessions with each person
who Ffiled an objection - lasting about 20 minutes each. These have

already begun, and presumably will continue until completed. This
complies with the procedure mandated under State law, and Ffurther
administrative appeals are available if the property owner 1is not

satiasfied with the outcome, Existing case law indicates that
individuals must exhaust these administrative appeals before they
are entitled to challenge the reassessment in court. Airing

complaints about the reassessments in the agpgregate - e.g., by the
Association - instead of individual appeals would appear to be
warranted under State law only if we can establish that the County's
methodology was faulty, or was systematically used in a faulty
manner.

This places the burden of challenging the reassessments on each
individual property owner - actually, on those who have already
filed an appeal. Association members should be prepared to discuss
specific points when they meet with County officials, rather than
complaining generally that the assessments are too high. I would
advise association members to review the following matters with the
County officials:

L. What value was placed on the lot? What properties were used as
a basis for comparison - and were these in fact comparable

properties?

i What valuation rate was used for the house? Was the
appropriate rate used - for example, was a 10 year old house valued
at the new house ratef

3. The assessment is based on the square footage of heated area.
Did the County make a correct estimate of this area? If the
County's figure includes unheated areas, such as decks and porches,
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